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Monica was sure to give and Patricius made no effort to impair. At quite an early age Augustine had been marked with the preliminary rites of the Church by his mother during a sudden and serious illness. As he had recovered, his baptism was deferred until, to put it bluntly, he had sown the inevitable wild oats. That was a custom of the early Christians, which was grounded on a rather mechanical view of the operation of baptismal grace. But he continued to attend church with the catechumens, even after going to Carthage. Had he remained in a small town, where the old religion had little power and ceremonial glamour, the story of his later development might have been less romantic.
Madaura was an essentially pagan town. I shall deal more fully in a later chapter with the relation of the two religions, but it is necessary to point out here that Augustine passed in his fourteenth year, or thereabouts, into a wholly pagan atmosphere. He did not remain there long, and it is probable that he lived with relatives, whom he mentions in a later writing; though whether these were relatives of the pagan Patricius or of his Christian wife cannot be determined. But it is a feature of moment in ourperty, which was rigorously denied to the unhappyinto the lands of the
